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Military News and More...
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Detour to the States lane 
on The Mid-South Tribune 
and the Black Information 
Highway. Submit news and 
photos for all 50 states to: 

 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

MST sports@prodigy.net 
MSTentertainment 

@prodigy.net 
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net 

BlackInfoHwy@ 
prodigy.net 

 
Welcome, Travelers! 

Travel on the 
Black History Lane 

on 
The Mid-South 

Tribune 
and the 

Black Information 
Highway 

at www.Black 
Information 

Highway.com 
See the 

25th Annual 
Black History 2020 

Special Edition 
and Black History 2021 

Special Edition 
 

Welcome, Travelers! 

 
 Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
2021 Juneteenth Edition!

 
Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
27th Annual  

Black History Month  
Special Edition 

 
Coming February 2022 

 
To advertise, email to 

MSTbusiness@prodigy.net

 
To punish Coke for its 

punishment of  
Black-Owned  & Small  
Businesses in Atlanta, 

we say: 
 

No Coke! 
 No Woke! 

  Drink Pepsi!     
-The Mid-South Tribune-

Johnny Morris joins Helping a Hero to step 
up for wounded veterans with adapted homes  
From the Fishing Wire.com 
 
SPRINGFIELD, Mo. – Noted 
conservationist and Bass Pro 
Shops founder Johnny Morris 
joined with Helping A Hero to 
award a home to a deserving am-
putee, Marine Sergeant Joe Bar-
tel of Charlotte, N.C., as well as 
to pay the mortgage for Army 
Staff Sergeant Daniel Barnes of 
Waynesville, Missouri. Origi-
nally Morris pledged 10 new spe-
cially adapted homes in May 
through the Helping a Hero or-
ganization. Johnny Morris made 
a surprise announcement that 
Bass Pro Shops will cover 25 

his basketball knowledge is 
truly amazing,” Hardaway said. 
“I could not be more thrilled to 
add someone of his caliber to 
our program. Ever since I played 
for him with the Knicks, I have 
soaked up his wisdom every 
chance I could. He will make a 
tremendous impact on our stu-
dent-athletes and everyone 
within our program.” 
 In 26 seasons an NBA head 
coach, Brown won 1,098 games 
and made the playoffs 18 times 
to go along with eight 50-win 
seasons, three conference cham-
pionships and the 2004 title as 
head coach of the Pistons. He 
was the 2000-01 NBA Coach of 
the Year with the Philadelphia 
76ers, where he coached NBA 
Player of the Year Allen Iverson 
and led the 76ers to their best 
record since 1984-85 at 56-26. 
Hardaway and Brown’s long-

Penny Hardaway adds Naismith Basketball Hall of Famer Larry 
Brown to Tigers’ coaching staff ... from sports page 1

standing relationship dates back 
to when Brown coached Harda-
way on the 2005-06 New York 
Knicks team. 
Brown spent seven seasons on 
the collegiate level during the 
1980s, two at UCLA and five at 
Kansas, leading his squads to 
three Final Four appearances and 
one NCAA title. He was named 

Naismith College Coach of the 
Year in 1988. 
 Brown also has two Olympic 
Gold Medals (1964, player; 
2000, assistant coach) and one 
bronze medal (2004, head 
coach). 
 Most recently, Brown was the 
head coach at SMU from 2012-
16, where he went 94-39 in four 
seasons with two postseason 
trips. He was the head coach of 
Auxilium Torino in Italy’s Lega 
Basket Serie A in 2018. 
 Brown began his coaching ca-
reer in the ABA, where he led the 
Carolina Cougars from 1972-74 
before taking the helm in Denver 
for two seasons. He continued 
with the Nuggets following their 
move to the NBA in 1976-77 be-
fore moving on to coach UCLA 
for two seasons. There, he led a 
freshman-dominated team to the 
1980 NCAA title game before 

falling to Louisville. 
 After two years with the NBA's 
New Jersey Nets, Brown began 
his tenure at Kansas in 1983, 
where he went 135-44 in five sea-
sons, leading the Jayhawks to the 
1988 NCAA Championship, 
Kansas' first National Champion-
ship in 36 years. 
 Brown played collegiately at 
North Carolina under legends 
Frank McGuire and Dean Smith 
and served as an assistant coach 
at North Carolina from 1965-67. 
 
 Larry Brown By The Numbers 
 
42 Seasons as a Head Coach 
NBA Championship (Detroit, 
2004) 
NCAA National Championship 
(Kansas, 1988) 
Three ABA Coach of the Year 
Awards (Carolina, 1972-73; Den-
ver, 1974-75; Denver, 1975-76) 
NBA Coach of the Year Award 

(Philadelphia, 2001) 
NCAA Coach of the Year Award 
(Kansas, 1988) 
10-Time NBA Coach of the 
Month 
4 ABA Playoffs 
18 NBA Playoffs 
8 NCAA Tournaments 
3 Final Fours 
3 NBA Conference Finals 
3 NBA Finals 
 The Tigers won the 2021 NIT 
championship and finished the 
2020-21 season with a 20-8 
record. The 20-win season last 
year was Memphis’ fourth in a 
row, including all three seasons 
under Hardaway. The Tigers are 
one of just 14 schools in the na-
tion with four-straight 20-win 
seasons to their credit. 
 
 Hardaway has won 63 games in 
three seasons as Tigers head 
coach, which is the third-most 

Johnny Morris, founder of Bass Pro Shops,  and the Help a Hero  Organization step up to 
present keys to military veterans for their new adapted homes specifically designed for 
disabled vets. (Photo/Courtesy: Bass Pro Shops)

Lee Greenwood’s ‘God Bless the 
USA,’ every word of that song 
hits home and reminds us how 
lucky we are to be able to call 
America our home. We’re com-
ing up on our 50th anniversary at 
Bass Pro Shops, and it wouldn’t 
be possible if it weren’t for those 
who have defended our freedoms 
and those who support conserva-
tion. My Dad was in World War 
II in the Battle of the Bulge, and 
my friend Emil Martinka served 
in World War II as well and has 
been with our company for many 
years now.” 
“It’s humbling, and a great honor 
to hosts the veterans we have 
here with us today,” Morris con-
tinued. “We can never do enough 
to thank these families and all of 

percent of funding for the next 
100 donated homes to encourage 
Americans to get involved in 
Helping a Hero’s Wounded Hero 
Home Program. 
Veterans and their families gath-
ered Thursday at Bass Pro Shops 
National Headquarters Store in 

Springfield, Missouri for the sur-
prise announcement. This week, 
the families had the opportunity 
to visit the “Grandaddy” Head-
quarters Store along with 
Wonders of Wildlife National 
Museum and Aquarium and Big 
Cedar Lodge. 
Morris officially presented the 
key to the first adapted home 
funded through the Johnny Mor-
ris and Bass Pro Shops donations 
to Bartel and his family of six in 
front of a national TV audience. 
The announcement led to tears 
and emotional reactions. 
 “Helping a Hero is an awesome 
organization,” said Bass Pro 
Shops Founder Johnny Morris. 
“When I hear the words to Help-
ing a Hero’s national ambassador 

our veterans who defend our 
freedoms. They mean everything 
to us and we’re very grateful. 
That’s not just from me, it’s ev-
eryone in our company and the 
outdoor community we serve. 
We’re all very proud to salute our 
veterans. We’re proud – every-
body from Helping a Hero and 
from Bass Pro – to present Ser-
geant Bartel and his family with 
a new home and to support Staff 
Sergeant Daniel Barnes, from 
right here in our home state of 
Missouri, by paying off the mort-
gage on his new home. We 
would also like to pledge to chip 
in 25 percent for the next 100 
homes and challenge people and 
encourage others to get involved 
with the Helping a Hero home 

“Helping a Hero is an awe-
some organization,” said 
Bass Pro Shops Founder 
Johnny Morris. “When I hear 
the words to Helping a Hero’s 
national ambassador Lee 
Greenwood’s ‘God Bless the 
USA,’ every word of that song 
hits home and reminds us 
how lucky we are to be able 
to call America our home. 
We’re coming up on our 50th 
anniversary at Bass Pro 
Shops, and it wouldn’t be 
possible if it weren’t for those 
who have defended our free-
doms and those who support 
conservation. My Dad was in 
World War II in the Battle of 
the Bulge, and my friend Emil 
Martinka served in World 
War II as well and has been 
with our company for many 
years now.” 

program.” 
Making an Appeal to Americans 
to Join the Cause 
 Morris and Bass Pro Shops have 
launched a nationwide challenge 
to inspire and encourage Ameri-
cans to support and make a dif-
ference in the lives of our 
nation’s heroes. Individuals and 
businesses can get involved by 
visiting HelpingaHero.org. 
In May, Helping a Hero launched 
a Nominate a Wounded Hero pro-
gram and accepted nominations 
of deserving wounded heroes 
whose injuries require an adapted 
home to regain their daily inde-
pendence. In addition to the 
nomination of Bartel that led to 
his selection, College of the 
Ozarks nominated local Missouri 
hero, SSG Barnes. 
“Receiving this home is like a 
dream come true,” said Marine 
Sgt Joe Bartel. “As an amputee I 
have struggled to do daily tasks 
including taking a shower inde-
pendently. Having a home with 
wider doors, a roll in shower and 
other features will change my 
life. I will finally have complete 
independence through this Help-
ing a Hero home and it will give 
my wife peace of mind when she 
isn’t there to help me.” 
“This incredible and unexpected 
gift reminds me that America is 
the greatest nation in the world,” 
said SSG Daniel Barnes, USA 
(Ret). “When I fought to protect 
our freedom and protect our way 
of life, I never expected someone 
to pay off my mortgage and help 
my family have this huge burden 
lifted from our shoulders. My 
wife Gretchen and I are over-
whelmed with gratitude.” 
Sgt Joe Bartel, USMC (Ret) – In 
2003, Sergeant Bartel deployed 
to Iraq in the initial invasion 
where his team marched to Bagh-
dad. Their tour of duty lasted nine 
months and it was intense. They 

“Coach Brown is a legend, 
and his basketball knowledge 
is truly amazing,” Hardaway 
said. “I could not be more 
thrilled to add someone of his 
caliber to our program. Ever 
since I played for him with the 
Knicks, I have soaked up his 
wisdom every chance I could. 
He will make a tremendous 
impact on our student-ath-
letes and everyone within our 
program.” 
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